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“HE MUST 

BECOME 

GREATER; 

I MUST 

BECOME 

LESS.”  

—JOHN 3:30 niv
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INTRODUCTION
  

Jesus is the I AM.

Our choices in life reveal what’s most important to us. We are 
able to see what we truly value by looking at the things we 
think about, spend our money on, invest in, make commitments 
to, and use our energy towards. The reality is that all people 
worship, whether or not they’re religious. It’s not a question of 
if we worship, but rather, whom or what we worship. Whether 
it’s sex, money, power, pleasure, possessions, status, careers, 
hobbies, accomplishments, ideologies, or God, everyone is 
searching after someone or something to satisfy their soul. 
And the thing or person they value most is what they worship, 
for Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also” (Matthew 6:21). But as we’ll see, there is only One who can 
fully satisfy.

The Bible teaches that God created us to know Him. We are 
to find our meaning, purpose, and worth in Him. Ecclesiastes 
3:11 says that “he has put eternity into man’s heart.” It’s as if 
there is a God-shaped whole in our heart that only He can fill. 
Just as a square peg can’t fit into a circular hole because of 
its design, our hearts and lives won’t be filled with true and 
lasting satisfaction unless they’re occupied with what they were 
designed for: to know and enjoy God. As Augustine said, “Our 
hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee, O God.”

Because of sin, we’ve all put things in the place that God 
should have in our lives. By giving in to the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (see 1 John 2:16), we’ve 
been deceived by people or things that promise to deliver the 
satisfaction that only Jesus provides. We must recognize that 
Jesus is greater than all these things, and remove anything that 
would hinder us from worshipping Him. And that’s what this 
book is all about—to reveal to us for the first time, or to remind 
us again, that Jesus is greater than anything or anyone else. 
That He is worth living for, and dying for. 

To help us see that Jesus is greater, we will look at the Gospel 
of John. In this Gospel, Jesus makes many statements where 
He describes who He is and what He does for those who follow 
Him. They are called the “I AM” statements of Christ. Based off of 
Exodus 3:14, where God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM,” Jesus 
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NOTES

claims to be the supreme and sovereign Savior of the world  
(see John 8:58). In each statement, He uses the definite article 
the, emphasizing that He—and He alone—is the only Bread of 
Life, Light of the World, Door, Good Shepherd, Resurrection and 
Life, Way and Truth and Life, and Vine. 

All of life hinges on the I AM. Jesus said, “Unless you believe that 
I am he you will die in your sins” (John 8:24). He says “I AM,” not 
“I am who you think I am,” nor “I will be whatever or whomever 
you want Me to be.” He is who He says He is. And when we trust 
and treasure the “I AM” with our lives, He will transform who 
we are. Look to the claims of Christ and see how the I AM will 
change you!

Verses:

 ›  1 Chronicles 16:23–27

 ›  Psalm 77:13

 ›  Psalm 145:1–3

 ›  Philippians 2:5–11

 ›  John 20:31

Quotes: 

 › “Christ is praised by being prized. He is magnified as a glorious 
treasure when He becomes our unrivaled pleasure.” —John Piper

 › “Jesus Christ is not valued at all until He is valued above all.”  
—St. Augustine

 › “God created us to live with a single passion: to joyfully display His 
supreme excellence in all the spheres of life. The wasted life is the 
life without this passion. God calls us to pray and think and dream 
and plan and work not to be made much of, but to make much of 
Him in every part of our lives.” —John Piper

Discussion questions:

1. Look up Exodus 3:14. What is Jesus saying when He claims  
to be the “I AM”?

2. What does a life that values Jesus above all things look like?

3. Who or what defines you as a person? Would you say that your 
identity is found in Christ?
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“I AM THE 

BREAD OF LIFE; 

WHOEVER 

COMES TO ME 

SHALL NOT HUNGER, 

AND WHOEVER 

BELIEVES IN ME 

SHALL NEVER 

THIRST.” 

—JOHN 6:35
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THE BREAD OF LIFE
JOHN 6:22–59

Jesus gives satisfaction.

Everyone has a natural appetite. We can’t survive without food 
and water, so we must continually eat and drink. And most 
young people have to eat again only a few hours after a meal. 
However, no matter how good a meal is, and how satisfying 
it seems to be, we will be hungry again. This physical hunger 
illustrates the spiritual hunger that we all have. We crave 
fulfillment, wholeness, pleasure, and satisfaction. And as we do 
at buffets, we try to satisfy our appetite with a variety of things. 

Like the food we eat and the liquids we drink, the things we 
try and find satisfaction in are only temporary. Things change 
and we desire new things; what we once cared most about are 
now distant thoughts. The reason why we can’t find lasting 
satisfaction is because we were designed to find it in Jesus 
alone. The temporary fulfillment we get from food points us to 
the bigger picture of the eternal joy and happiness that’s found 
in Christ. And that’s what Jesus is referring to when He claims to 
be the Bread of Life.

The day after Jesus miraculously fed over five thousand people 
with a handful of bread and a pair of fish, a crowd followed 
Him because they wanted more food. But Jesus, wanting to 
meet their spiritual needs, said, “Do not labor for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give to you” (John 6:27). Being skeptical, the 
crowd brought up how their ancestors were fed manna in the 
wilderness for many years, which would appear to be a better 
miracle than what He just did. So Jesus compared Himself to 
the manna, explaining how He is the true bread from heaven. 
The food that God provided for Israel was temporary, sustaining 
them daily, yet they still died. But as the “Bread of Life,” Jesus 
provides eternal satisfaction, so that “whoever feeds on this 
bread will live forever” (John 6:58).

Jesus taught a simple lesson: what bread is for the body, Christ is 
for the soul. Just as we eat bread and receive it into our bodies 
to sustain physical life, we receive Him into our hearts to sustain 
spiritual life, for eternal life. “I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven,” Jesus said. “If anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the 
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world is my flesh” (John 6:51). Our greatest need is fulfilled by 
God’s greatest deed—through Jesus’ death, we find the purpose 
of life and the promise of eternal life!

Jesus is the Bread of Life. Don’t try to fill yourself with things 
that won’t satisfy. Like drinking soda after a long run, the 
things of this world will only make us thirstier when we drink 
of them (see 1 John 2:15–17). But if we go to Jesus, He will 
meet the deepest desires of our souls, for “His divine power 
has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory 
and excellence” (2 Peter 1:3). Jesus said, “Whoever comes to me 
shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 
Go to Jesus. Believe in Jesus. And you’ll never hunger or thirst 
again. You will be satisfied and God will be glorified as you 
partake of the  
Bread of Life!

Verses:

 › Deuteronomy 8:3

 › Psalm 145:15–16

 › Isaiah 55:1–2

 › Jeremiah 2:12–13

 › John 4:13–14; 7:37–38

Quotes:

 › “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, 
the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.” 
—C.S. Lewis

 › “The soul’s deepest thirst is for God Himself, who has made us so 
that we can never be satisfied without Him.” —F.F. Bruce

 › “God is most glorified in us, when we are most satisfied in Him.”  
—John Piper

Discussion Questions:

1. By analyzing your life, is it obvious to others that you’re no longer 
“hungry” or “thirsty”? Can people tell that you’ve found Jesus to 
be all-satisfying?

2. In what ways can you show the world that Jesus fills hunger and 
quenches thirst?

3. Is there anything that’s keeping you from finding satisfaction in 
Jesus? What are those things, and how can you get rid of them?
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“I AM THE LIGHT 

OF THE WORLD. 

WHOEVER 

FOLLOWS ME 

WILL NOT WALK 

IN DARKNESS, 

BUT WILL HAVE 

THE LIGHT OF LIFE.” 

—JOHN 8:12
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD  
JOHN 8:12

Jesus gives illumination.

Light is absolutely essential to the flourishing of life and the 
ability to function in our world. The sun’s light illuminates the 
earth, helping us to see and providing nutrients to all living 
things on the planet. Its beams are so bright that it would take 
around 12 trillion trillion light bulbs to match the intensity of one 
moment of sunlight. Just as the sun gives physical light to the 
earth, to an even greater degree Jesus claims to be the source 
of all spiritual light.

We generally associate darkness with something evil or 
unknown. Dark alleys aren’t considered happy places and 
dark movies are probably not appropriate for children. Light, 
on the other hand, we connect to knowledge, goodness, 
and happiness. We speak of sunny days as joyful times and 
“shedding light on a subject” provides us with more knowledge 
about it. Scripture consistently speaks of light and darkness in 
similar terms, comparing “the path of the righteous” to the  
“light of dawn” and “the way of the wicked” to “deep darkness” 
(see Proverbs 4:18–19). Light gives life and allows people  
to see the truth.

Jesus claims to be the Light of the World—the only way that 
people are truly able to see. The apostle John calls Jesus 
“the true light, which gives light to everyone” (John 1:9), and 
Luke writes that Jesus came “to give light to those who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace” (Luke 1:79). The world is full of darkness 
and confusion, but Jesus shines the way out of the darkness 
into peace. The first thing that Jesus’ light exposes is our sin, 
showing us that we must turn from it and find life in Him (see 
John 3:18–21). His light overcomes the darkness of our hearts 
to point toward a greater way, which is to follow Him. Once our 
hearts are illuminated by Christ, we are able to see clearly and 
have true knowledge of God and ourselves. He shines in and 
through our lives to make us sons and daughters of light (see 
John 12:36). And as He shines on us, He calls us to be lights 
to the world (see Matthew 5:14–16). However, all the light that 
shines onto us and through us comes from Him; in the same way 
that the moon reflects the sun’s light, we are to reflect the Son 
of God’s light to all the world.
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As you follow the Light of the World, you can know that you 
have the “light of life.” You won’t walk in darkness. You’ll see 
God and yourself more clearly. Allow Jesus’ bright light to shine 
into your life from His Word and expose the dark places of your 
heart. As you do this, you will gain more wisdom and power 
over sin.

Verses:

 › Psalm 18:28; 27:1; 36:9

 › John 1:1–4; 3:16–21

 › 2 Corinthians 4:4–6

 › Ephesians 5:7–16

 › 1 John 1:5–7

Quotes:

 › “What the sun is to the whole solar system—the center of light, and 
heat, and life, and fertility—that He has come into the world to be to 
sinners.” —J.C. Ryle

 › “It is not enough to look at this light, and to gaze upon it, but we 
must follow it, believe in it, and walk in it, for it is a light to our feet, 
not our eyes only.” —Matthew Henry

 › “Jesus Christ’s darkness [on the cross] can dispel and destroy your 
own, so that in the place of hardness and darkness and death, we 
have tenderness and light and life.” —Tim Keller

Discussion Questions:

1. As the Light of the World shines into your heart through God’s 
Word, is there any sin that needs to be exposed and confessed to 
the Lord?

2. In what ways are you reflecting the Light of World to those 
around you? Would you describe yourself as a bright light in the 
darkness? How can you do this better?

3. Are there any places in your life or the world around you that 
you find overwhelming with darkness? How has Christ overcome 
those areas of darkness?
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“I AM THE DOOR. 

IF ANYONE 

ENTERS BY ME, 

HE WILL BE SAVED 

AND WILL GO 

IN AND OUT AND 

FIND PASTURE.” 

—JOHN 10:9
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THE DOOR
JOHN 10:1–10

Jesus gives salvation.

The most important part to any home is the door. There might 
be a lavish kitchen and an incredible bowling alley downstairs, 
but if there is no entrance to the home, it’s worthless. It does no 
good to have a beautiful home without a way inside to enjoy it. 
Doors give us entrance into our homes, but they also keep others 
out of them. Before bed every night, we check to make sure that 
the door is locked, so that no unwanted person will come in.

In this passage, Jesus depicts salvation as a sheepfold and 
Himself as the door. Out in the pasture, wolves and thieves 
would wander around trying to steal and kill the sheep, so a 
good shepherd would build a sheepfold to protect them. In it, 
the sheep were safe from anything that would try to harm them. 
Most of the time, the sheepfold did not have a door or gate, but 
the shepherd himself would stand guard over the entrance. He 
became the door for the sheep, and nothing came inside or left 
without going through him.

Apart from Christ, we find ourselves outside of any place of safety, 
and vulnerable to those who would try to destroy us (see John 
10:10). There are countless hazards that could befall us if we don’t 
have someone to protect and guide us. In addition to our need for 
safety, we long to have life and satisfaction. Our souls continually 
search for greener pastures and greater things to satisfy and 
nourish them. We wander through the fields of life attempting to 
discover the thing that will finally fulfill our deepest needs.

Jesus tells us that He is the Door to salvation. It is through Him 
that we are able to enter into the sheepfold, which will protect 
us from false teachers and enemies who want to rob us of our joy. 
Through Him, we can enter into the abundant life that He gives. 
Because Jesus is the Door, we are able to find the satisfaction 
our souls desire and the safety we need.

The only way to enter into salvation is through the Door that 
God provides. You can know that your salvation is secure because 
Jesus is the guard who stands at the door of it. No one is able 
to enter in to steal or harm your joy while you are inside the 
sheepfold of your salvation. Jesus calls us to enter in that we 
might find salvation and satisfaction for our souls.
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Verses:

 › Psalm 61:1–4; 100:3

 › Romans 10:9–10

 › Ephesians 2:8–9

 › Philippians 1:6

 › Titus 3:3–7

Quotes:

 › “The Lord Jesus has paid too high a price for our redemption to 
leave us in the enemy’s hand.” —C.H. Spurgeon

 › “Since no man is excluded from calling upon God, the gate of 
salvation is open to all. There is nothing else to hinder us from 
entering, but our own unbelief.” —John Calvin

 › “It is not the strength of your faith but the object of your faith that 
actually saves you.” —Timothy Keller

Discussion Questions:

1. What do you find your security in? When things fall apart in your 
life, what do you find yourself turning to? What should you be 
turning to?

2. In a few sentences, how would you describe salvation?

3. How can people know that they are saved? What should you do  
if you have doubts about your salvation?
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“I AM 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

I KNOW MY OWN 

AND MY OWN KNOW ME, 

JUST AS THE FATHER 

KNOWS ME AND 

I KNOW THE FATHER; 

AND I LAY DOWN MY LIFE 

FOR THE SHEEP.” 

—JOHN 10:14–15
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD
JOHN 10:11–30

Jesus provides direction and protection.

We’re all in need of guidance. Whether parents, siblings, friends, 
pastors, teachers, coaches, counselors, or even celebrities, 
we learn about life through others. Because we don’t know 
everything, we need help. And that’s why God created us to live 
in community with Him and His people. The picture the Bible 
provides is that we are sheep in a flock (the church), and that 
Jesus is the Shepherd—“the Good Shepherd.”

When the Bible calls us sheep, it’s not exactly a compliment. 
They are defenseless animals that are prone to go astray. They 
have poor eyesight and tend to follow other sheep without 
thinking. Without the protection and direction that their 
shepherds provide, sheep are vulnerable to stray from the 
flock and be open to attack from wolves, lions, or bears. And 
the same is true for us—without Jesus, we would be lost in the 
world, following false shepherds, being led astray through the 
lies of the enemy.

As the Good Shepherd, Jesus will always lead, guide, direct, 
protect, and provide for His sheep. He is good. In contrast, there 
are other people who watch sheep, called “hired hands.” These 
people only watched the sheep because they were paid to do 
so, not because they actually cared. When the wolves would 
come, they’d leave because of the danger (see John 10:12–13). 
And the same is true today, for there are many people who 
claim to be there for us and guide us in the right direction, only 
to leave us with empty promises. But not so with Jesus. Being 
a faithful shepherd requires a willingness to lay one’s life on the 
line to protect the sheep. And that’s exactly what Jesus did: “I 
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life  
for the sheep” (John 10:11). 

Jesus provided for our greatest need by dying on the cross for 
our sins so that we would have an eternally secure relationship 
with God. He knows us and we know Him. “My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out 
of my hand” (John 10:27–28). We will forever have Christ as our 
Shepherd, as He leads us in this life and in the life to come.



20

The Good Shepherd’s relationship with His sheep is so close 
and intimate that Jesus compares it to His relationship with 
the Father, “I know my own and my own know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father” (John 10:14–15). He 
knows you, and knows what’s best for you. He may not always 
provide what you want, but He will always give you what you 
need (see Philippians 4:19). There is much comfort in following 
the Good Shepherd, for His rod will protect you and His staff 
will direct you (see Psalm 23:4). Jesus is greater than any other 
shepherd in this life. Follow His lead. Trust in His timing. Believe 
in His promises. Rely on His providence. Rest in His presence—
you’re safe and secure in the nail-pierced hands of the Good 
Shepherd!

Verses:

 › Isaiah 53:6

 › Psalm 23

 › Psalm 95:1–7

 › Psalm 139:1–3

 › Hebrews 13:20–21

 › Revelation 7:9–17

Quotes:

 › “Green pastures, quiet waters, right paths, dark valleys, dangerous 
enemies—no circumstance is beyond the skill of the Great Shepherd 
of the sheep.” —Warren Wiersbe

 › “God’s providence is His constant care for and His absolute rule over 
all His creation for His own glory and the good of His people.”  
—Jerry Bridges

 › “It is not your hold of Christ that saves, but His hold of you.”  
—C.H. Spurgeon

Discussion Questions:

1. Who has the greatest “voice” in your life? Who has the greatest 
impact and influence on you?

2. Based on the decisions you make, is it obvious that you are 
following the Good Shepherd?

3. Are there times when you doubt the Good Shepherd’s leading? 
What can you do when this happens?
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“I AM 

THE RESURRECTION 

AND THE LIFE. 

WHOEVER 

BELIEVES IN ME, 

THOUGH HE DIE, 

YET SHALL HE LIVE, 

AND EVERYONE 

WHO LIVES 

AND BELIEVES IN ME 

SHALL NEVER DIE. 

DO YOU BELIEVE THIS?” 

—JOHN 11:25–26
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THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE
JOHN 11:17–44

Jesus gives glorification.

No matter how successful or powerful anyone becomes, there 
is always one enemy that can never be outrun. Men and women 
have fought for centuries to overcome it, but are always unable 
to succeed. This greatest foe of mankind is, of course, death. 
Every single person will die one day, and most of these people 
find themselves unprepared to come to the end of their lives. 
If death is viewed as the elimination of life, it should be seen as 
the worst thing that could happen. But, if there is something 
after death—something wonderful and glorious—we should  
view it as a hallway to life rather than a closed door.

All of us have earned death as a punishment for our sins, and 
without Christ we will pay this penalty for eternity. Romans 6:23 
tells us that, “The wages of sin is death.” Sin has separated us 
from God, who is the source of all life. This separation from God 
causes eternal death, unless it is dealt with. That is exactly what 
Jesus came to do, to bring us back to God and to unite us again 
to the source of life.

Though death has defeated mankind since Genesis 3, Jesus has 
defeated death. The sin of Adam introduced death to all men, 
but the resurrection of Christ introduced life. In Christ’s death on 
the cross, death died. Jesus paid the penalty of death so that we 
wouldn’t have to. Because Jesus had no sin, death had no hold 
on Him. To all who watched the crucifixion, it seemed that Jesus, 
too, was defeated by man’s great enemy, but three days later He 
arose victoriously over it. He is the Resurrection and the Life. 

Our sin and punishment died with Christ, and our hope of 
eternal life rose with Him from the grave. Because Jesus lives, 
we are alive in Him now, and we can know that we will live 
with Him forever. By our relationship with Jesus, we have been 
allowed to receive the very life of Christ. Just like an infection or 
sickness can spread from one person to another, Christ’s eternal 
life spreads to us when we come in contact with Him. Jesus is 
Life, and if we want to have life, we must get close to Him.

While we still experience the breaking down of our physical 
bodies here on earth, we can know that it is not the end. Death 
has been turned into nothing more than a gateway to greater 
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joy. You no longer need to fear death or punishment. Jesus 
is alive, and you can know that you will live forever with Him 
because of this.

Verses

 › John 6:50–51; 8:51

 › Romans 6:5–11

 › 1 Corinthians 15:16–22

 › 1 Peter 1:3–5

Quotes

 › “The account of the life of Jesus Christ is the only biography known 
to man that does not end with death and burial—the only record of 
human life that joyfully hastens on to the next chapter after the last!” 
—A.W. Tozer

 › “We are more sure to arise out of our graves than out of our beds.” 
—Thomas Watson

 › “Upon a life I did not live, upon a death I did not die, I risk my whole 
eternity on the resurrection.” —C.H. Spurgeon

 › “Once a man is united to God, how can he not live forever? Once 
a man is separated from God, what can he do but wither and die?” 
—C.S. Lewis

Discussion Questions

1. How does the hope of a future resurrection give us hope in this 
life?

2. Why does Paul say in 1 Corinthians 15:16–19 that if Christ is not 
risen, we are still in our sins and we are people to be most pitied? 

3. Why does Jesus follow His statement with the question, “Do you 
believe this?” 



25

NOTES



26

“I AM THE WAY, 

AND THE TRUTH, 

AND THE LIFE. 

NO ONE COMES 

TO THE FATHER 

EXCEPT  

THROUGH ME.” 

—JOHN 14:6
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THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE 
JOHN 14:1–14

Jesus gives reconciliation.

Many in our world today believe that there are several roads and 
religions that lead to God. Those who say this recognize that we 
are not where we should be; we are lost and separated from the 
One who made us. Because of this separation, we find ourselves 
on a quest to recover the relationship with God that was lost, 
and people take many different paths in search of it. The Bible 
confirms our deep feelings of displacement by saying that it was 
our sin that separated us from Him (see Isaiah 59:1–2). Sin  
is such a problem that it has destroyed our relationship with 
God and taken us on a path so far from Him that no road we 
could build would bring us back. It has also caused us to be 
unable to know God on our own because, as Ephesians 2:1 says, 
we are naturally dead in our sins.

Our greatest need, then, is to get back to where we belong with 
God, our Father. Instead of requiring some payment of works for 
reconciliation, like most religions suggest, God gave us a person: 
Jesus. In answer to the question, “What is the way to the Father?” 
Jesus says, “I am.” In His sacrificial death, He Himself became 
the road that we must travel in order to be saved. Because 
Jesus is the only One able to pay for our sin, He is the only 
possible path to our ultimate destination, which is God. He alone 
can take us to the Father, and He alone is the Way.

We find in this passage that not only is Jesus the way or path 
to God, but He is also the only way we can know God. Jesus 
does not claim to know some truth about God; He claims to 
be the Truth. If we want to know anything about God, we must 
look to Jesus because Jesus is God—He is the great “I AM.” In 
Christ, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,” (John 
1:14) meaning that all we could know about the Father became 
something near to us, something tangible. Jesus is the Truth,  
not just a truth, and we can only know truth when we know Him.

One of the things that Jesus tells us about God is that He desires 
to give us life. Jesus is the source of all life, spiritual and physical, 
for “In him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 
We have already seen that Jesus is the Resurrection and the 
Life—He is our hope of eternal life in the future and the 
conqueror of death—but, He also gives us life now and awakens 
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us from our deadness in sin. Romans 6:4 says, “Just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life.” Our connection with Jesus 
causes us to get up from the graveyard of our sin and to walk 
away empowered by the life that He gives. Only living things 
can have relationships, and Jesus imparts life to us so that our 
relationship with the Father can be restored. Jesus revealed the 
truth to us, gave us a way to the Father through His death, and 
has given us new life in His resurrected life.

Verses:

 › John 1:14–16; 17:3

 › Acts 4:12

 › 1 Timothy 2:3–6

 › 2 Peter 1:3–4

 › 1 John 5:20

Quotes:

 › “The Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of 
God.” —C.S. Lewis

 › “Jesus is not one of many ways to approach God, nor is He the best 
of several ways; He is the only way.” —A.W. Tozer

 › “Without the way there is no going; without the truth there is no 
knowing; without the life there is no living.” —Thomas á Kempis

Discussion Questions:

1. Why is Jesus the only way to the Father? Why are other religions 
not able to save us?

2. If you want to know anything about God, you must look to Jesus. 
What does the incarnation of Jesus tell you about God?

3. If Jesus is the only life, then what is life like without Him?
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“I AM THE VINE; 

YOU ARE 

THE BRANCHES. 

WHOEVER ABIDES 

IN ME AND I IN HIM, 

HE IT IS THAT 

BEARS MUCH FRUIT, 

FOR APART FROM ME 

YOU CAN 

DO NOTHING.” 

—JOHN 15:5
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THE VINE
JOHN 15:1–11

Jesus gives sanctification.

Many people try to live independent lives. They don’t want help, 
and they think they don’t need it. The results are lives marked 
by self-sufficiency and pride. But when we come in contact with 
the “I AM,” we realize that we aren’t, and we see our deep need 
for Jesus. Self-absorbed pride turns into humble dependence, 
trusting and believing that God will do a great work in our lives. 
And that’s what Jesus teaches us when He says, “I am the vine.”

Branches have one primary purpose: to bear fruit. And the only 
way they can do this is if they are connected to the trunk of 
the tree, where they receive the nutrients they need to produce 
fruit. If disconnected, the branches are lifeless and unprofitable. 
Jesus teaches that we are branches and He is the vine, and if we 
are to have fruitful lives, we must be connected to Him. “Abide 
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
me” (John 15:4).

To “abide” is to keep in fellowship with Christ so that His life 
can work in and through us to produce fruit. It means to remain, 
continue, dwell, endure, and stand. This speaks of a close and 
intimate relationship with Jesus, where we receive the strength 
and support we need as His life flows to us, just as a branch 
receives from a vine. And Jesus says that we are to do this as  
we abide in His Word and in His love (see John 8:31 and 15:9). 
We are to have a continual trust in the truth of His Word and in 
the certainty of His love. Through this relationship with Jesus, 
we are sanctified, which means “set apart.” We are set apart to 
be used by God and to become more like Jesus. 

As we abide in the Vine, others will be able to see that we 
belong to Jesus by the fruit we bear. “By this my Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples” (John 15:8). Just as fruit provides evidence that a tree 
is alive, people will be able to see that we’re spiritually alive 
and follow Christ by our character and conduct. The fruit we 
produce is good works that God is working through us, such 
as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control (see Galatians 5:22–23). Branches 
don’t bear fruit for their own enjoyment, but for the enjoyment 
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of others; and as we bear fruit in every good work  
(see Colossians 1:10), it will bless and benefit others. 

We need Jesus to grow in godliness. He is the source and 
sustaining power of our spiritual lives. Jesus says, “apart from 
me you can do nothing,” meaning that we cannot do anything 
that’s eternally beneficial or spiritually good. Just as a branch 
can’t do anything apart from the vine, we can’t do anything 
apart from Jesus. He is faithful to provide you with a fruitful life. 
Go to the Vine and abide in Him. Bear fruit for the good  
of others and for the glory of God!

Verses:

 › Romans 6:20–22

 › Ephesians 2:10

 › James 2:14–17

 › 1 John 2:3–6

Quotes:

 › “If our work doesn’t begin with Christ, continue to be sustained by 
Christ, and end at Christ for His glory, it will not last.”  
—Warren Wiersbe

 › “The one object of my being a branch, the one mark of my being a 
true branch, the one condition of my abiding and growing strong, 
is that I bear the fruit of the heavenly Vine for dying men to eat and 
live.” —Andrew Murray

 › “Fruit-bearing is not a matter of being strong or weak, good or bad, 
brave or cowardly, clever or foolish, experienced or inexperienced. 
Whatever your gifts, accomplishments, or virtues, they cannot 
produce fruit if you are detached from Jesus Christ. Christians who 
think they are bearing fruit apart from the Vine are only tying on 
artificial fruit. They run around grunting and groaning to produce 
fruit but accomplish nothing. Fruit is borne not by trying, but  
by abiding.” —John MacArthur

Discussion Questions:

1. Practically, what are you doing throughout your day to  
abide in Jesus?

2. If someone were to examine the fruit in your life, what do you 
think they’d see? Why does God want us to bear good fruit?

3. What should be the motive for our good works?
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NOTES




